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11.2         MODIFY EXISTING ZONING 
 
Update the Village Zoning Plan and Subdivision Regulations. Updating zoning and subdivision 
regulations is one of the most important tools a community in New York State has for ensuring that 
future growth follows the vision and goals stated within the Comprehensive Plan. The Village Board 
should initiate a process to update the Zoning Map and Text, as well as the Subdivision Regulations.  
 
To accomplish this task, the Village Board should establish a small working group that would be 
charged with developing draft amendments for its consideration. The zoning recommendations 
outlined below can be accomplished two ways—by amending or rewriting. The more economical and 
timely approach may be to merely amend the existing zoning consistent with the recommendations. In 
light of the fact that the zoning ordinance has been regularly modified by the Village’s Planning 
Consultant to meet Woodbury’s changing needs, this option would be sufficient.  
 
Recommendations for the zoning plan and subdivision regulations should include the following: 

 
> Reexamine the Ridge Preservation Area and implement a slope protection ordinance. 

Improve design standards and/or height restrictions in the CEA to mitigate potential visual 
impacts caused by structures on ridgelines to the maximum extent possible. The Ridge 
Preservation View Corridor should be included on the revised Zoning Map, which should in turn 
be made available to the public.  

 
> Reexamine Zoning along Route 32. The 1988 Plan recommended the CR designation on 

portions of Route 32, such as the area between the hamlets, the west side of the Rt. 32 corridor in 
Central Valley and a section of the corridor north of Highland Mills, to maintain the corridor’s 
residential quality, even if limited commercial uses were continued or introduced. This plan 
reiterates the stated objectives and guidelines for the Route 32 Corridor in the 1988 Plan. That 
plan, in addition to asserting the importance of the Hamlet Centers, recommended two zoning 
districts for major portions of the corridor. 

 
The Corridor Residential area, in addition to residences, suggested limited office use and possibly 
limited shops such as antique/art/craft, provided that the residential environment is retained and 
strip commercial development is discouraged. The 1988 Plan stated: 
 

This designation would be applicable to areas along Route 32 such as between hamlets and 
south of Central Valley on Route 32 between Buena Vista and Oakland Avenues where it is 
appropriate to retain a residential and/or open environment but where some limited non-
residential use is appropriate, particularly as a means of saving older or architecturally 
significant houses.  Retention of the residential, non-commercial appearance of this area is a 
basic objective.  Sensitive re-use of existing structures, clustering and substantial setbacks 
will characterize these areas.   
 



Village of Woodbury Adopted Comprehensive Plan June 2011 
 11.4 

Special design regulations relating to architecture, signs and landscaping will be developed 
to implement this policy. 

 
The Limited Commercial area, in addition to residential use, suggested offices, traveler and 
tourist services such as motels and restaurants, and limited retail or service businesses. This 
designation would be (again quoting the 1988 Plan): 

…applicable to areas along Route 32 where more intensive commercial development may be 
desirable, particularly traveler and tourist services, but not extensive retail or heavy 
commercial uses that could lead to strip development.  The avoidance of the latter is a 
fundamental objective.  In order to retain the small town atmosphere and avoid strip 
commercial development, adherence to strict site and building design criteria including extra 
setbacks, landscaping, service roads, and connect (sic) parking lots will be effective. 
 
This would include the area north of Woodbury Common and along Route 32, south of the 
Central Valley business area.  Substantial setbacks and landscaping would also characterize 
this area. 

This Limited Commercial category is applicable to a very limited area on the east side of Route 
32 north of Woodbury Common and possibly a small area north of Highland Mills. 

 
This Plan also supports the maintenance, restoration and protection of the residential character on 
Route 32.  It also recommends that the Village Board reexamine zoning on Route 32 from the 
Town of Cornwall line to the Village of Harriman line to achieve the Plan’s goals of maintaining 
the integrity of the hamlet centers, the residential open character of the corridor, and limited 
commercial infill in areas with existing commercial activity.  Any potential rezoning should be 
based on individual lot sizes, the proximity of adjacent residences, limited commercial uses 
serving the community, and the scale of development consistent with that residential character.  
Modifications to zoning along the Route 32 corridor should be designed to achieve the protection 
of the corridor’s quality and include a range of land uses appropriate to the corridor’s multiple 
functions.  The current requirement for a supermarket and multiple uses to be part of any 
development on individual sites in the Limited Commercial (LC) zone is not consistent with this 
objective and should be removed as part of a rewrite of this provision of the Zoning.  This would 
not preclude multiple uses, but would not require it. 

 
> The Village should consider implementing a program that encourages the protection, 

preservation and restoration of older, historic buildings especially along Route 32.  These 
buildings may not necessarily qualify for State or Federal designations as historical buildings.  
However, the Village should establish its own definition of such buildings that may be of 
architectural interest, and/or the former homes of a person or business of local historic 
significance.  The Woodbury Historical Society had prepared a map of such places for the 1988 
Master Plan and this might be a useful reference as well as seeking community input.  The 
Village may want to consider incentives to implement this goal. 
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> Develop a more refined definition for the Corridor Residential (CR) designation. Currently 
the LC and CR zoning districts are interspersed along Route 32 in a manner that is not always 
consistent. Generally, the district should be the same on both east and west sides of the road. The 
Village Board should consider establishing a CR zone along portions of Route 32 from Central 
Valley to the border of the Town of Cornwall, with an emphasis on residential uses to serve as a 
transition from commercial to exclusively residential areas.  
 

> Reexamine Zoning along Route 32 north of Woodbury Common.  Woodbury Common 
should continue to direct as much of its traffic directly on to the regional traffic network as 
possible, working in coordination with the Village, the NYS DOT and the NYS Thruway 
Authority.   High volume retail traffic should not continue north along Route 32 into residential 
areas.  These areas are further away from the regional traffic network and less suited to handling 
high volume.  The Plan recommends that potential new retail development on lands located north 
of  Woodbury Common who must derive access from Route 32 be severely restricted or 
prevented through zoning. 

  
> Place the parcels that are currently bisected by zoning district boundaries—which can 

make zoning difficult to enforce—under one district. The three parcels are located at various 
locations along Route 32, and are zoned Residential and either LC or CR. 

 
> Modify zoning text to allow for other uses. The Village currently receives applications for uses 

such as health spas and dance studios, which do not fit into any of the existing zoning districts. 
Alternatively, the text could include “Conditional Use and Special Permit Standards” for uses 
such as convenience stores and car washes, for which the Planning Board would determine the 
conformity of the use before granting approval. The Village Board should re-examine LIO and IB 
districts and consider making banks an as-of-right use in at least one of these districts. A top 
priority is to immediately modify the text to allow for the establishment of places of worship as-
of-right in at least one zoning district and by special permit in others. When considering in which 
districts to allow such uses, the Village must consider traffic, hours of use, and water and sewer 
usage for facilities that may be operating daily (such as a church with adjacent day-care facility). 
Finally, the zoning should allow for festivals and outdoor entertainment uses to be permitted in 
certain districts, with controls on traffic, hours of operation, crowd size, parking, lighting, and 
noise. The Village Board may also consider including a permit fee.  

 
> Revise requirements for setbacks, lot coverage and buffers in some designations. The Village 

Board should reexamine and improve the Zoning Plan’s language regarding setbacks and 
landscaping between uses. 

 
> Investigate the possibility of increasing the height limit in the Transit Village development 

area to three stories. Currently, the Village’s firefighting capability limits construction in 
Woodbury to two stories; however, if these emergency services issues were resolved, an 
increased height limit in this area would be appropriate. 
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> Improve definitions for specific uses such as “home office” and “bed and breakfast.” The 

codes of adjacent towns should be reviewed to provide guidance in this task.  
 
> Improve the Code Enforcement process. Community survey respondents are less than satisfied 

with the code enforcement process, with only 9.4% stating that it is excellent, almost 50% stating 
that it is satisfactory, and 15% stating dissatisfaction with the process. The Village Board should 
work with the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer to determine how to improve the 
enforcement process for existing and new construction. 

 
> Consider steps to prevent approval for new strip malls. Strip malls conflict with the 

pedestrian-friendly vision of Woodbury’s hamlet centers. Eliminating them from future 
development can be done by rezoning potential parcels to another zoning district, or by changing 
the lists of allowable uses under the existing zoning district. 

 
> Establish an Official Map for the Village. New York State Village Law (§7-724) permits a 

Village to create an Official Map indicating the existing and proposed road, sewage and water 
infrastructure, and other public facilities. The Village Board should adopt an official map. It can 
be an effective tool for implementing a Comprehensive Plan because it “shows the streets, 
highways and parks theretofore laid out, adopted and established by law.” For example, a 
community might show a future street connection as a message to developers to build their 
buildings and scale their developments accordingly. In addition, development should conform to 
the public facilities set forth in the Official Map. This aspect provides a rare level of certainty and 
stability to the development process. The Orange County Planning Department, which is 
currently working with the Southeast Orange County Traffic Task Force on similar issues, will be 
a helpful resource in this effort.  

 
11.3         CREATE DESIGN GUIDELINES 

 
Develop Design Standards to Maintain and Improve Character of Development. Zoning 
regulations define the kinds of activities that can be used for particular properties and how many 
buildings are allowed per acre of land. However, zoning does not ensure that new commercial or 
residential development will reflect and enhance Woodbury’s community character. To ensure that 
future development adds value to the community’s built environment, design policies should be 
developed that reflect its history and values, as well as what it wants to become.  
 

Design policies can provide basic guidelines for the way new development should look and feel as 
well as how they relate to adjacent uses.  They can address each aspect of construction (from 
materials to window sizes to colors) to make sure new or rehabilitated buildings complement older 
ones. They can also specifically state which materials are allowed or encouraged, specify design 
details such as roof slopes, describe preferred grading techniques, and specify which steep slopes can 
be built on and how many trees need to be preserved on a lot during construction.  
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Source: Saratoga Associates 

 
The Village can implement standards in a variety of ways. This Plan recommends a mandatory 
policy, with those new construction projects that do not adhere subject to fines and/or other legal 
penalties.  At the other extreme, the design manual can be implemented as suggested guidelines, 
encouraged by the Village but lacking the force of law. The standards can also be voluntary 
guidelines, with incentives such as tax credits and variances provided by the Village to encourage 
compliance. To develop these policies, the Village may choose to appoint a committee made up of 
Village Board members, Planning and Zoning Board members, residents and business owners. The 
Planning Board may take the lead on this action. Alternatively, the Village could select a consultant 
to develop the policies in coordination with a local committee.   
 
Once these standards have been developed and adopted by the Village Board, they should, at 
minimum, be incorporated by reference into the Zoning Ordinance. When developing these polices, it 
will likely be necessary to develop different standards for different areas in the Village. For instance, 
standards for the hamlet centers (i.e., encouraging that garages not be the major features of homes) 
will be different than those for development along Route 17 or residential areas.  

Require higher standards for development along Woodbury’s lakes. Design standards with 
natural buffers would serve to soften the view from the lake while still allowing for beautiful views of 
the lake. This type of approach to minimizing visual impact from the lake has been utilized in other 
lake areas in New York State including Lake George in the Adirondacks and Canandaigua Lake in 
the Finger Lakes. The Village should incorporate design standards into its zoning to address future 
development along the shoreline of its lakes, including Cromwell and Amdur Park Lakes. 
 
Develop Signage Standards. Of the survey respondents, 62% agree or strongly agree that signage 
standards in commercial areas are needed to improve Woodbury’s appearance. The Village needs to 
expand its signage ordinance to provide more specific guidelines about what types of signs are 
acceptable and in line with the community aesthetic Woodbury wishes to encourage. The Building 
Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer should be empowered to review sign applications and reject 
those that do not comply with the guidelines, which should be developed in tandem with the design 
guidelines described above. These standards should apply to both existing and new signs. The sign 

81.5% of survey 
respondents agree 
that the Town 
should tighten 
design standards 
for new 
construction. 
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ordinance should include provisions for the amortization of non-conforming signs so as to phase them 
out over a period of time and replace them with conforming signs. The Planning Board should 
continue to review signs after the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer has reviewed them 
for conformance to guidelines. The Planning Board shall continue to approve signs under its site plan 
review authority. The sign ordinance should include provisions for the amortization of non-
conforming signs so as to phase them out over a period of time and replace them with conforming 
signs. 

 
Require new commercial development in the hamlet centers to be “hamlet scale.” Design 
guidelines should be instituted to make sure that buildings, streets, sidewalks and parking areas are 
appropriately sized, landscaped and laid out. In the end, property owners and businesses find that 
creative planning to protect community character raises the value of their investment by making them 
stand out in the marketplace. 
 
Create a ‘build-to’ line for hamlet buildings. Build-to lines force structures to line up along a 
sidewalk in commercial areas or behind small lawns in residential areas. Creating a build-to line 
achieves several objectives: first, it makes walking more interesting for pedestrians when they pass 
retail windows and residential porches rather than parking lots. It also makes sidewalks more 
comfortable as the building facades close in one side of the pedestrian space. Retail space becomes 
more valuable as windows and signs become more visible.  
 
11.4         OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

 
Enhance the Planning Board’s Role in Architectural Review. Simply locating land uses 
appropriately will not ensure neighborhood vitality by itself. The Village also needs standards for the 
visual appearance of its business districts and neighborhoods. New housing development and 
community facilities should be imaginative and attractive. Quality design does not necessarily cost 
more than bad design. To ensure that the Village will remain attractive and become more attractive, 
the Planning Board should continue to be responsible for design review in these districts as part of 
special use permit and/or site plan review. An additional layer of review above the Planning Board is 
not necessary.  However, the Planning Board’s authority should be modified and enhanced, with more 
direction and power to enforce strict design guidelines.  
 
Create a more predictable and fair development review process. Streamlining the development 
review process is critical to promoting economic development in the community. Developers and 
potential developers want to understand early in the development process what is expected of them 
and what they can expect in turn from the Village regarding standards and time schedules. To assist in 
clarifying expectations, the Village should establish design guidelines for its commercial and mixed-
use areas. Design guidelines should address building placement, the location of parking, pedestrian 
facilities and other design and functional aspects. Developers value predictability, and to the extent 
that the Village’s regulations can make the project review process more predictable, the Village will 
be able to achieve beneficial economic growth while maintaining or improving the community’s 
unique character. 
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Require continuing education for Board members. The Village Board should require that all of its 
members, as well as those of the Planning and Zoning Boards, attend educational programs in an 
effort to update their knowledge of planning and zoning techniques and laws on a continuing basis. 
This is of particular importance as Woodbury continues to change and as it considers the use of new 
planning tools in response to this change. Several organizations offer such programs and hold 
workshops and conferences or can come to local communities for this purpose. These organizations 
include, but are not limited to: the Orange County Municipal Planning Federation, the New York 
Conference of Mayors, the New York State Association of Towns, the Orange County Planning 
Department, the New York State Department of State Division of Local Government, the New York 
Planning Federation, and the New York Metro Chapter of the American Planning Association. In 
following through on this recommendation, the Village supports State Law requiring continuing 
education for reappointment to Planning and Zoning Boards. 



 

 

Section 12 
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Section 12 
Implementation 
 

This section includes a description and prioritization of the specific actions that the Village will take 
to implement this Plan. Although the preference may be to implement all of the recommendations 
immediately, an incremental approach is more realistic based on the availability of staff, funding 
resources and volunteers. The Plan considers the Village’s capacity to implement the various 
recommendations while recognizing that there may be a need for additional staff and/or funding to 
fully implement them. 
   
The Village Board is ultimately responsible for implementation of this Plan. To monitor progress in 
Plan implementation, and to identify and address new problems and changes that are likely to emerge 
in the coming months and years, the Village Board needs to maintain a dialogue with other Boards 
and Committees (both permanent and temporary) that deal with Woodbury’s land use and planning 
issues. To accomplish this, the Village Board could convene joint meetings between these boards and 
committees on a regular basis. As a starting point, these joint meetings should be held annually. The 
frequency could be adjusted as appropriate at the Village Board’s discretion. The joint meetings 
could include the Village Board, Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, and others who would 
assist in monitoring progress and making any necessary adjustments.  
 
The Comprehensive Plan itself should be understood to be a “living document.” As such, the plan 
may need to be adjusted or updated from time to time in order to reflect the current conditions and 
needs of the Village. The joint meetings could help future Village Boards become aware of when the 
need to update the Plan arises. As a point of reference, the final implementation item described in this 
section recommends that the Village Board review the Comprehensive Plan in its entirety and update 
it, as necessary, every five to ten years. 
 
Detailed descriptions of each of the following key implementation items are found in the sections 
noted in parentheses. 
 
12.1        IMMEDIATE ACTIONS (TO BE INITIATED UPON ADOPTION OF THE PLAN) 

 
Update the Village’s Zoning to reflect the recommendations set forth in this Comprehensive 
Plan (11.2). Updating zoning and subdivision regulations is one of the most important tools a 
community in New York State has to ensure that growth follows the vision and goals described in the 
Plan. The Village Board should initiate a process to update the Zoning Map and text, as well as the 
Subdivision Regulations. To accomplish this task, the Village Board should establish a small working 
group that would be charged with developing draft amendments for Village Board consideration. 
Plan recommendations for updating Woodbury’s zoning include the following: 
 
> Reexamine the Ridge Preservation Area and implement a slope protection ordinance. 
> Incorporate a Stream Corridor Overlay District into the Zoning Plan. 
> Reexamine zoning along Route 32. 
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> Maintain the residential character of Route 32. 
> Place parcels that are currently bisected by zoning district boundaries under one district. 
> Modify zoning text to allow for other uses, such as places of worship. 
> Consider steps to prevent approval for new strip malls. 
> Develop and revitalize hamlet centers. 
> Consider mixed-use zoning, including specific types of residential zoning (such as a percentage 

of them being senior or workforce housing) that could make use of the lands in the vicinity of the 
Harriman Train Station and on the adjoining Nepera property. 

> Consider adding uses with conditions for festivals and outdoor entertainment.  
 
Create Design Guidelines (11.3). Design policies can provide basic guidelines for the way new 
development should look and feel as well as how they relate to adjacent uses. To ensure that future 
development adds value to the community’s built environment, design standards should be developed 
to reflect Woodbury’s history and values, as well as what it wants to become.  
 
Develop Signage Standards (11.3). The Village needs to expand its signage ordinance to provide 
more specific guidelines about what types of signs are acceptable and in line with the community 
aesthetic Woodbury wishes to encourage. The Planning Board should be empowered to review sign 
applications and reject those that do not comply with the guidelines, which should be developed in 
tandem with the design guidelines described above. 
 
Enhance the Planning Board’s Role in Architectural Review (11.4). To ensure that the Village 
will remain attractive and become more attractive, the Planning Board should continue to be 
responsible for design review in these districts as part of special use permit and/or site plan review. 
An additional layer of review above the Planning Board is not necessary.  However, the Planning 
Board’s authority should be modified and enhanced, with more direction and power to enforce strict 
design guidelines. 
 
Adopt the Village Open Space and Natural Resource Protection Plan (7.3.1). The Village Board 
should adopt this plan, which is currently in Draft format, and incorporate it by reference into the 
Comprehensive Plan and zoning ordinance. This plan includes stream corridor and wetlands 
protections. 
 
Maintain a vibrant Village website (6.3). The Village of Woodbury has designed  and developed a 
website.  The Village should add interactive features and additional public services to the website. 
The Village Board may want to consider putting links to the local Chamber of Commerce and 
organizations onto the Village website.  
 
Vote by resolution to become a member of the Hudson Valley Greenway (or other similar 
organization deemed appropriate), and initiate any necessary changes to Village Code and law 
in order to make the Village a Hudson Valley Greenway Community (9.3.3).  
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12.2        SHORT-TERM ACTIONS 
 

Develop siting and design standards for the use of package treatment plants and any private 
community-based treatment facilities (4.3.1). Siting and design standards should be developed for 
all facilities—private and community based—in order to ensure proper environmental compliance 
and aesthetic standards. 
 
Develop and revitalize the appearance of hamlet centers (5.3). The hamlet centers, which are 
potential social and commercial cores, would benefit from a wider variety of establishments that 
attract pedestrians. The Village should implement streetscape improvements in Highland Mills and 
Central Valley.  
 
Expand the Central Valley hamlet center around the intersection of Route 32 and Smith Clove 
Road (5.3).  The Village should encourage redevelopment of the former commercial center 
commencing with the area around the intersection of Route 32 and Smith Clove Road, and 
continuing east toward the train trestle. This area has the benefits of quaint building stock, potential 
parking areas and hamlet-scale streets. This is a practical location for neighborhood retail uses that do 
not require large parking areas.  
 
Establish more prominent gateways into Town/Village (5.3). The entrance into Woodbury from 
Route 17, which is currently marked by an attractive but small sign, should be enhanced. This site 
should be treated as an important focal point with a more prominent sign and plantings welcoming 
visitors into the community and giving drivers a signal to reduce speed.  
 
Establish a gateway maintenance volunteer committee (5.3). The Village should work with the 
Town as well as local businesses and volunteers to maintain the gateways. Volunteers—such as the 
Town’s Beautification Commission, for example—may be willing to assist in maintaining the 
signage and landscaping. The Chamber of Commerce or a local business organization (or perhaps a 
future Business Improvement District) might contribute funding for a streetscape beautification 
program in the gateways. 
 
In order to specifically and effectively understand local parking needs, authorize a 
comprehensive parking analysis (5.3). The parking analysis for the hamlet centers can be 
accomplished internally or with a consultant, to determine the amount and location for proposed on-
street and off-street parking. Due to limited land and financial resources, the Village must be creative 
in its provision of additional parking. 

 
Consider new alternatives for major subdivisions (4.3.1). The Village may wish to consider the 
following two alternatives for “major subdivisions,” those developments that include the subdivision 
of five or more lots over a ten-year period. First, the Village could require Conservation Subdivision 
Design. The density of development would remain one dwelling unit per one, two or three acres, 
depending on the zoning classification (R1A, R2A or R3A) at the time of approval. Alternatively, the 
Village could provide a density bonus as an incentive to use Conservation Subdivision Design in 
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R2A and R3A districts, particularly on large parcels where open space and conservation objectives 
are particularly high priorities.  This approach could link consideration of density bonuses to 
amenities of Woodbury’s needs, especially infrastructure improvements that greatly benefit the larger 
community, fire protection and safety access, recreational needs or other community needs.   
 

Promote regional economic development through a mixed-use Transit Village at the Harriman 
Metro North Station (6.3.1). Several options for revitalizing this industrial-zoned site should be 
considered. There has been some discussion about the potential retail development of all or some of 
this area due to its proximity to the Metro North station at Harriman and Woodbury Common. 
However, this Plan recommends that it would be more appropriate to develop the area including the 
former Nepera site (See 6.3.1) as a mixed-use transit village that would incorporate some retail uses 
with office and mixed residential development, including workforce housing, and a hotel/conference 
center. This could be accomplished by adopting an overlay zone to be applied if all pre-determined 
standards are satisfied.   
 
Require that development proposals contain stormwater management provisions addressing 
the impact of development on water quality and water quantity (7.3.2). Due to the importance of 
protecting groundwater in Woodbury, concerns lie with the impact of proposed development on the 
Moodna, which includes Woodbury Creek, and Ramapo watersheds more than with proposed 
development sites or adjacent parcels. Where applicable, encourage collection of storm water on 
individual lots as well as the subdivision for future irrigation usage and/or recharge back into the 
ground.  Explore any new technologies in this field.  

 
12.3        MID-TERM ACTIONS 

 
Redevelop Former Industrial Areas such as the Nepera property (6.3.1). Industrial development 
within the Village of Woodbury is currently focused south of Smith Clove Road and in the most 
southern portions of the Village near the Harriman Metro North station. In general, existing industrial 
uses are placed well back from the roadway corridor and provide some natural buffering for those 
traveling by. There appears to be the opportunity to further develop the current industrial zone and 
add to the Town’s/Village’s tax base.  
 
Require new Village facilities to be sustainable (8.3). Any new Village facilities should be 
designed to meet, when practicable, standards of the LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System®. 
 
Develop a Town/Village park on the east side of Woodbury (10.3.1). The Town/Village should 
attempt to acquire an affordable parcel of land to develop a neighborhood or pocket park that 
children in these residential areas could access on bike or foot. 
 
Update the Town/Village-wide inventory of historic and cultural resources (10.3.2). The Plan 
recommends that the Town/Village hire a historic preservation consultant to revise the 
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Town’s/Village’s inventory, which can then be used to nominate sites for the National and State 
Registers of Historic Places.  
 
Create a Village-wide Economic Development Strategy (6.3). A successful economic development 
strategy is critical to accomplishing Woodbury’s many goals. For the Village to continue maintaining 
its public infrastructure and high level of services, and to sustain and improve the quality of life 
amenities that residents value—parks, community and cultural facilities, and more—while curbing 
tax increases, Woodbury must continue to grow its commercial and industrial tax base. 

 
12.4        ONGOING ACTIONS 

 
Consider residential development that is appropriate in size and scale to the designated sites 
(4.3.1). Assure that new residential development is planned creatively to protect important open 
space and the historic open quality of estates and remaining farmland. Approvals for any 
development should be considered in terms of impacts on the existing infrastructure: roadways, 
sewer and water services, and community services. Refrain from intensive development on parcels 
with inappropriate soils, sewer and water infrastructure. 
 
Work with surrounding municipalities to protect aquifer recharge areas and avoid the 
depletion of bedrock wells (7.3.2). As stated above, the protection of groundwater must be a 
primary goal for the Village. One of Woodbury’s primary concerns from an environmental 
standpoint is the presence of high-density development that threatens to draw down the water table 
and increase impervious surfaces. The Village should work with surrounding municipalities to 
minimize and mitigate these effects.  
 
Maintain existing utility systems (8.3). The Village should continue to maintain existing sewer and 
water systems as needed, as maintenance and repair of existing infrastructure is continuous. 
 
Encourage the coordination of long-term planning efforts with State and regional partners, 
particularly NYS DOT (9.3).  
 
Require continuing education for board members (11.4). The Village Board should require that 
all of its members, as well as those of the Planning and Zoning Boards, attend educational programs 
in an effort to update their knowledge of planning and zoning techniques and laws on a continuing 
basis.  
 
12.5        LONG-TERM ACTIONS 

 
Consider the development of a new municipal center serving the Village, Town and Justice 
Court (8.3). The Village does not currently have a dedicated facility, and the existing Town Hall is 
outdated and crowded, and lacking in sufficient parking capacity. Together, the Village and Town 
should work to secure an appropriate parcel of land for development of a new Municipal Center in 
the near future. 
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Review this Comprehensive Plan in its entirety.  As the Village of Woodbury changes, its needs 
and desires will also change. The Comprehensive Plan should be a flexible and adaptable document 
that reflects such changes. As a result, it is recommended that the Village Board review the 
Comprehensive Plan in its entirety and update it, as necessary, every five to ten years.  
 

 




